
 

 

 

 

 

Annie Lennard Key Stage 2 

Spring Term 2022 Reading Newsletter 

Welcome to our spring newsletter! Read on to find out 
about new fiction and non-fiction releases, types of 
book genres and recommendations, signposts to 

reading resources, comments about books we have 
recently read in KS2, dates of note and much more... 

 

Reading Resources 

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page 
 use this website to find a selection of e-books and read latest releases.  

 

 https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200261/libraries/2253/find_a_library 
 use this website to find a local library to visit and take books out to 
read.  

 

 Big Cat E-Books- log in here using your school log in  
 https://ops.collinsopenpage.com/sso/login?service=https%3A//ebooks.colli
nsopenpage.com/wr/index.html&eulogin=true 

 

 Sandwell Borrow Box- log in here using your library log in  
 https://sandwell.borrowbox.com/ebooks/children/explore 

 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200261/libraries/2253/find_a_library
https://ops.collinsopenpage.com/sso/login?service=https%3A//ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html&eulogin=true
https://ops.collinsopenpage.com/sso/login?service=https%3A//ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html&eulogin=true
https://sandwell.borrowbox.com/ebooks/children/explore


 This is our list of the 100 best books for children from the last 100 years: the ultimate 
booklist to read before you're 14. 

 https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-
recommendations/100-best-books/ 

 https://cdn.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/100-best-books/100-
best-books-checklist.pdf 

 download the poster- tick off how many you have read!  

 

Dates of note 
 

 

March 
3rd March- World Book Day https://www.worldbookday.com/  

Carnegie Book Award- https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/  

British Book Awards- https://www.thebookseller.com/awards/the-british-
book-awards  

8th March- International Women’s Day 

11th March- National Science week- https://www.britishscienceweek.org/  

21st March- Shakespeare Week- https://www.shakespeareweek.org.uk/  

21st March- World Poetry Day- https://unesco.org.uk/events/international-days/world-poetry-day/  

20th March- World Storytelling Day 

28th March- Earth Hour- https://www.earthhour.org/  

Children’s Book Award Shortlist Announced! 

UKLA Book Award Shortlist Announced!  

 

April  
2nd April International Children’s Book Day 

Lollies Awards- https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/lollies  

Manbooker Prize shortlist 

23rd April- World Book Night- https://worldbooknight.org/  

23rd April- Shakespeare Day 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/
https://cdn.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/100-best-books/100-best-books-checklist.pdf
https://cdn.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/100-best-books/100-best-books-checklist.pdf
https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
https://www.thebookseller.com/awards/the-british-book-awards
https://www.thebookseller.com/awards/the-british-book-awards
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
https://www.shakespeareweek.org.uk/
https://unesco.org.uk/events/international-days/world-poetry-day/
https://www.earthhour.org/
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/lollies
https://worldbooknight.org/


 

 

May 
Children’s Book Week 

16th May Mental Health Awareness Week 

National Share a Story Month- https://fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month/#:~:text=National%20Share-
A-
Story%20Month%20%28NSSM%29%20is%20an%20annual%20celebration,and%20individuals%20run%2
0a%20whole%20host%20of%20events.  

Clippa Awards- https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/CLiPPA  

Information book awards shortlist- https://www.sla.org.uk/information-book-award  

Waterstones Children’s Book Prize- https://www.waterstones.com/the-waterstones-childrens-book-prize  

 

Must have reads (Fiction) 
  

 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19214/The-Mapmakers-by-Tamzin-Merchant.html 

Return to the spellbinding world of Cordelia Hatmaker in this soaring magical sequel to The 
Hatmakers. Perfect for fans of Nevermoor, A Pinch of Magic and Harry Potter. 
Ever since Cordelia discovered the hidden map in her father's precious telescope, she's been 
searching the streets of London by starlight and trying to uncover its secrets. She's sure that 
her missing father is out there somewhere, and that if she follows his map, she'll finally 
discover the truth about his disappearance. She never expects to stumble upon a secret 
society of Mapmakers - or to learn that magic isn't limited to the few Maker families, but is 
instead is all around, if you just know where to look . . . But danger is lurking around every 
corner, and Cordelia must convince the rival Maker families to work together for once - not 
only to bring her father home, but to save the very essence of magic itself . . . 

https://fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month/#:~:text=National%20Share-A-Story%20Month%20%28NSSM%29%20is%20an%20annual%20celebration,and%20individuals%20run%20a%20whole%20host%20of%20events
https://fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month/#:~:text=National%20Share-A-Story%20Month%20%28NSSM%29%20is%20an%20annual%20celebration,and%20individuals%20run%20a%20whole%20host%20of%20events
https://fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month/#:~:text=National%20Share-A-Story%20Month%20%28NSSM%29%20is%20an%20annual%20celebration,and%20individuals%20run%20a%20whole%20host%20of%20events
https://fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month/#:~:text=National%20Share-A-Story%20Month%20%28NSSM%29%20is%20an%20annual%20celebration,and%20individuals%20run%20a%20whole%20host%20of%20events
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/CLiPPA
https://www.sla.org.uk/information-book-award
https://www.waterstones.com/the-waterstones-childrens-book-prize
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19214/The-Mapmakers-by-Tamzin-Merchant.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19160/The-Hatmakers-by-Tamzin-Merchant.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19160/The-Hatmakers-by-Tamzin-Merchant.html


A gorgeous adventure from exceptional new storytelling talent, Tamzin Merchant, featuring 
beautiful illustrations by Paola Escobar. 

 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19021/Cookie-and-the-Most-Mysterious-Mystery-in-the-World-by-
Konnie-Huq.html 

In her third adventure, Cookie finds mysteries everywhere - but can she solve them, and save 
the science show? Hurray, Cookie's Nani is coming to stay from Bangladesh! But she doesn't 
speak English and Cookie is the only one in the family who doesn't speak Bengali. 

Luckily, science-mad Cookie realises that her coding lessons at school might help her crack 
the language code and help her bond with Nani. Other mysteries are harder to solve, though 
- like, why is Jake's mum acting so weird? Who is the mystery gamer who keeps levelling-up 
in Cookie's computer game? And who is the Woodburn Hacker, who keeps posting teachers' 
secrets on the school website? Why does it look like it might be Cookie herself? Can Cookie 
solve these mysteries, clear her name and save the science show? 

 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19111/Its-Her-Story-Amelia-Earhart-by-Kim-Moldofsky.html 

The inspiring story of a woman who lived for adventure 
March 2022 Graphic Novel of the Month 

Young readers meet Amelia Earhart in the new book in this lively and inspiring graphic novel 
series, and what a character she was. If you don’t know much more about her other than 
the final tragic details – she disappeared over the Pacific Ocean in 1937 attempting to 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19021/Cookie-and-the-Most-Mysterious-Mystery-in-the-World-by-Konnie-Huq.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19021/Cookie-and-the-Most-Mysterious-Mystery-in-the-World-by-Konnie-Huq.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19111/Its-Her-Story-Amelia-Earhart-by-Kim-Moldofsky.html


become the first woman to fly around the world – then this short but information-packed 
biography fills in the rest brilliantly. It quickly paints a picture of a determined, adventure-

obsessed young woman who would do whatever it took to fly aeroplanes and whose 
courage and determination opened up the way for other women fliers to achieve their 

dreams. While we encounter other people who helped Amelia on her way, including the 
redoubtable Neta Snook, who taught her to fly (and drive), it’s clear why Amelia became the 

poster girl for women in aviation and the quote which ends this story of her life, is as 
inspiring today as it was when she said the words, ‘Adventure is worthwhile in itself.’ 

 

Must have reads- Non-fiction 
 

 

Engaging and stimulating picture book investigation of the interconnected 
nature of our world, beautifully illustrated 

‘What is the most important animal of all?’, asks a teacher of a young class after they’ve 
spent a term learning about animals big and small. They all have different suggestions. 
George thinks it’s elephants, Nimmie puts forward bees, Seb votes for sharks and Kai 

nominates beavers. Others namr bats, tigers and even krill. As they make the case for their 
chosen animals, the children explain just why they’re so important, describing the effect they 

have on the environment and fellow creatures. Illustrations are perfectly combined with 
photos, fact boxes and text to demonstrate just how interconnected is our world and its 

ecosystems. The book provides a wealth of information presented clearly and in a way that 
will inspire young readers. The final spreads explain ‘keystone species’ and provide a 

glossary and ‘Find our more’ section. A very impressive and well-thought-out information 
book. 

ANDREA REECE 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19250/The-Most-Important-Animal-of-All-by-Penny-Worms.html  

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/editorial-experts/2/Andrea-Reece.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19250/The-Most-Important-Animal-of-All-by-Penny-Worms.html


 

 

We are all on Earth but for a fleeting moment, yet no two lives are the same. From the 
delicate mayfly, which lives for just a few precious hours, to the death-defying immortal 
jellyfish, this book about animal life cycles is a celebration of creatures big and small. 

Beautifully written by bestselling children's author Lily Murray, this book explores lifespans 
across the animal kingdom. Beginning with the very shortest, and ending w ith the longest, 
learn about the lives of the incredible monarch butterfly, the mysterious axolotl, the grand 
Galápagos tortoise and many more in this uplifting and eye-opening book. It has never been 
more important to appreciate and understand the diversity of life. 

Stunning illustrations by highly-commended artist Jesse Hodgson perfectly capture each 
animal in their natural habitat, making this the ideal gift book as well as educational. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19070/Our-Time-On-Earth-by-Lily-Murray.html 

 

 

Be inspired by these extraordinary women to be bold, aim high and never 
give up 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19070/Our-Time-On-Earth-by-Lily-Murray.html


This eye-catching book is a compendium of inspiring women who dared to stand up for what 
mattered to them and to do things that those around them said they shouldn’t or couldn’t. 
In words and pictures - equally lively and informative – Kate Pankhurst tells fifty true-life 
stories of artists, writers, doctors, scientists, champions and campaigners. To put them in 
chronological order (and a handy timeline at the end does just that), she features great 
women from Hatshepsut, Egyptian Pharoah in 1479 BCE, to NASA scientist Katherine 

Johnson, who died just last year. Each has a double page to themselves, cleverly laid out to 
be visually appealing while delivering large amounts of information. Bringing together 

Pankhurst’s individual volumes but adding new faces too, this is a must read for every young 
person, and will fascinate their parents too. 

ANDREA REECE 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18898/Fantastically-Great-Women-True-Stories-of-Ambition-
Adventure-and-Bravery-by-Kate-Pankhurst.html 

 

Anxiety & Wellbeing - 60 
Books to Help Children Cope 
with Mental Health 
 Wellbeing and Mental Health 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/blog/collections/anxiety-wellbeing-60-books-to-help-children-cope-with-
mental-health-6083 

By Charlotte Carus | 30th January 2022 
Books are a wonderful way to help children learn a little more about themselves and about 
the world, even one that seems hard to understand and fraught with worry. We are more 
aware than ever about the importance of good mental health, and whilst anxiety is natural 
part of development for children it is important to teach them strategies to help deal with 
worry and understand when further support is needed. 

These are turbulent times as we learn to cope with the impact of the pandemic and come to 
terms with the detrimental effect it has had on school learning, socialisation and family 
members.  

Our children have adapted to a life indoors, have missed clubs and activities and time with 
family and friends. As life starts to return to normal there are still many renewed and 
different anxieties to deal with; worry about grandparents and elderly family and friends, the 
financial strain that many families have been under and concern for their own health 
too. Childline has said it has given thousands of counselling sessions to children and young 
people who have been worried about Covid-19. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/editorial-experts/2/Andrea-Reece.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18898/Fantastically-Great-Women-True-Stories-of-Ambition-Adventure-and-Bravery-by-Kate-Pankhurst.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18898/Fantastically-Great-Women-True-Stories-of-Ambition-Adventure-and-Bravery-by-Kate-Pankhurst.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/blog/collections/anxiety-wellbeing-60-books-to-help-children-cope-with-mental-health-6083
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/blog/collections/anxiety-wellbeing-60-books-to-help-children-cope-with-mental-health-6083
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/blog/author/charlotte


worries.  

Storm in a Jar by Samuel Langley-Swain is an authentic, honest, hugely valuable picture 
book about loss and managing grief’s emotional storms. Perfectly child-centred, it tells the 
moving, honest story of loveable Arlo’s distress in the wake of his much-loved Nana passing 
away. A valuable practical tool for adults seeking to help children understand and manage 
loss and grief, and truly a support for children experiencing them. 
The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse written & illustrated by Charlie Mackesy has 
been a bestseller across the globe. It's a touching story of friendship, love and compassion 
accompanied by beautiful illustrations and little flashes of insight into the human condition: 
“We have such a long way to go,” sighed the boy. “Yes, but look how far we’ve come,” said 
the horse. 
The Worrysaurus by Rachel Bright and Chris Chatterton perfectly visualises how a child’s 
anxieties can grow and how they can learn to deal with them. The Worrysaurus is a lovable 
little dinosaur but he is a natural worrier finding it difficult to switch off and live in the 
moment. It's a reassuring and sweet story but it's also a useful resource to help prompt 
discussions about anxiety with very young children. 
My Little Book of Big Questions by Britta Teckentrup is a book to encourage contemplation, 
one that in our frenetic world enables children to be able stop and think. It accepts that not 
all questions have answers, certainly not right or wrong ones, and that conversation is vital 
to working things out. Amongst the big questions posed are some that are existential: why 
am I afraid of what I don’t know? And others that are hypothetical and abstract: Is it 
possible to understand the whole universe? A perfect tool to encourage thoughtfulness and 
discussion. 
The Problem with Problems, written in rhyming text by the award-winning poet Rachel 
Rooney, is a positive way of looking at everyday problems that children have and how to 
deal with them.  The problems are all given a brightly coloured physical form to help 
children see them for what they are - and look at ways to deal with them.  
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18744/Storm-In-A-Jar-by-Samuel-Langley-Swain.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/16897/The-Boy-The-Mole-The-Fox-and-The-Horse-by-Charlie-Mackesy.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19199/The-Worrysaurus-Board-Book-by-Rachel-Bright.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/16058/My-Little-Book-of-Big-Questions-by-Britta-Teckentrup.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/16923/The-Problem-with-Problems-by-Rachel-Rooney.html


Audiobooks  

Don’t forget that audiobooks are a good way to relax and 
explore new reading genres! 
Audiobooks- https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/audiobooks  

Waterstones Prize Shortlist 2022 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/blog/news/waterstones-children-s-book-prize-2022-shortlist-unveiled-6331 

Illustrated Books Shortlist 
 Grandad’s Camper by Harry Woodgate: "A beautifully told story of love, and the 

importance of adventures and memories." 

 The Viking Who Liked Icing by Lu Fraser and illustrated by Mark McKinley: "A 
nutty, nuanced, rollicking rhyming picture about being yourself." 

 Wolfboy by Andy Harkness: "Feeling hungry can turn even the sweetest child into a 
snarling, growling Wolfboy!" 

 Alone! by Barry Falls: A laugh out loud tale of growing chaos. 
 

 The Duck Who Didn’t Like Water by Steve Small: "A wise, funny fable about how we 
don't need to like the same things to find our perfect pal." 

 Out to Sea by Helen Kellock: A beautiful picture book that expresses the experience 
of anxiety and grief with unprecedented sensitivity. 

 
Young Readers Shortlist 
 

 Children of the Quicksands by Efua Traoré: Called "a joy of a book: rich, warm, 
powerful storytelling" by Katherine Rundell. 

 Amari and the Night Brothers by B B Alston and illustrated by Godwin Akpan: "a 
wonderful middle grade fantasy for a multi-cultural society." 

 The Last Bear by Hannah Gold and illustrated by Levi Pinfold: "The Last Bear invites 
readers to care about the science behind the fate of an endangered species and to 
believe in one girl’s magical solution to the problem." 

 Bumble and Snug and the Angry Pirates by Mark Bradley: In this full-colour graphic 
novel these little monsters filled with big feelings embark upon a wonderfully funny 
adventure. 

 Front Desk by Kelly Yang and illustrated by Maike Plenzke: "An adorable, authentic 
story of a 10-year-old Chinese immigrant’s irrepressible courage, kindness and 
determination in the face of enormous obstacles." 

 Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow by Benjamin Dean and illustrated by 
Sandhya Prabhat: "A truly heart-warming, funny and positive debut about a son’s 
way of dealing with his father’s coming out." 

 
Click on the above link to find out more 😊 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/audiobooks
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/blog/news/waterstones-children-s-book-prize-2022-shortlist-unveiled-6331
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/19157/Grandads-Camper-by-Harry-Woodgate.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18599/The-Viking-Who-Liked-Icing-by-Lu-Fraser.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18006/Wolfboy-by-Andy-Harkness.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781843654674/isbn/Alone-by-Barry-Falls.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18228/The-Duck-Who-Didnt-Like-Water-by-Steve-Small.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780500660140/isbn/Out-to-Sea-by-Helen-Kellock.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781913322366/isbn/Children-of-the-Quicksands-by-Efua-Traore.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18362/Amari-and-the-Night-Brothers-by-BB-Alston.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18657/The-Last-Bear-by-Hannah-Gold.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781444958034/isbn/Bumble-and-Snug-and-the-Angry-Pirates-Book-1-by-Mark-Bradley.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18355/Front-Desk-by-Kelly-Yang.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18088/Me-My-Dad-and-the-End-of-the-Rainbow-by-Benjamin-Dean.html


What are we currently reading 
in KS2? 

Year 3 
Year 3 are really enjoying their latest reads! 

 

Year 4 
 

 

Chimney Child by Laurie Sheehan  

✓ Amazing! The book has lots of surprises.  



✓ Interesting because there’s a lot of drama that happens.  

✓ Shocked because there is a reveal to a big secret.  

✓ It is very intriguing because when we finished Chapter 3 it was shocking that Vic got arrested.  

✓ Surprising because Sam Ruff hit Vic with a cane.  

✓ Amazing because there’s lots of hidden secrets and twists to the plot.  

✓ Ten star rating because there are lots of characters involved.  

✓  

Bill’s New Frock by Anne Fine  

✓ Amazing because Bill turns into a girl in a pink frock.  

✓ I liked how Bill woke up as a girl and the mystery of it.  

✓ I like the book because when all of Bill’s friends dropped out of the race they were being thoughtful 
towards Paul.  

 

Year 5 

 

Year 5 are really enjoying their unit of work on ‘The Hobbit’. Some of the comments made by the children so 
far about the text: 

✓ Amazing! I love how the author describes Smaug the dragon.  
✓ I like the Hobbit as it is a fantasy book- my favourite character is Smaug.  
✓ I love the part when the dwarves invade Bilbo’s home! 
✓ I would love to live in Bilbo’s house, it is very homely 
✓ So far I am rating it 5 stars as I’m really enjoying it! 



Year 6 
Year 6 are just finishing Tom’s Midnight Garden, which they’ve really enjoyed and are now moving onto 
reading Wallace and Gromit’s Cracking Contraptions. 

 

 

Thank you for reading our KS2 spring reading newsletter. I hope that you enjoyed it. For 
any questions, comments, then please email year5.als@annielennard.sandwell.sch.uk to 
speak to Mrs Groves. I would love to hear what you have been reading lately- recommend a 
book to me face to face or through email.  

 

Happy reading,  

Mrs Groves 😊  

 

mailto:year5.als@annielennard.sandwell.sch.uk

